
Report of meetings of Colchester Deanery Synod in the year ending December 

2019 

There were three meetings in the year hosted by: 

St Stephen’s Church, Colchester 27th February 

St Andrew’s Church, Wormingford 20th June 

St John’s Church, Colchester 15th October 

Regular Deanery newsletters can be found on the Diocese of Chelmsford, 

Colchester Deanery website’s news page. They are also emailed via a PCC 

Deanery rep to PCC members. 

27th February 

Presentations were given on Pioneer Ministry and activities within the Deanery 

Ruth Patten is our new Archdeacon to be collated on 12th May at Chelmsford 

Cathedral. 

Beks Korniej is standing down so we need a Deanery Youth Champion or perhaps 

one for each MMU 

After yet another murder and stabbing there is fear and concern for people in the 

streets of Colchester. Fewer people are sleeping out. Street pastors have asked for 

prayers for peace. 

Mary Durlacher reported that General Synod was evangelism focussed. 

20th June 

Dave Cornell, St John’s spoke about mission trips to Romania. 

Hugh Thomas, St Luke’s advertised the CCS course starting in September. 

Revd Janet Nicholls, Diocesan Rural Adviser and Agricultural Chaplain gave a 

presentation of her role in rural ministry. 

Dot Salmon gave a report on youth ministry and reported that Diocesan Youth 

Synod meets three times a year. 

The area Dean reported that a number of clergy will be leaving during the year. 

15th October 



Election of DSPC and Diocesan Lay Members. Diana Benge Abbott spoke about 

vacancies. 

Tim Abbott from Christian Youth Outreach gave a presentation about chaplaincy 

work in local schools. 

Joel Gowen (Diocesan CEO) spoke on some significant challenges in finance to be 

faced in the next three years. 

Paul Norrington reported on the progress of the Deanery Vision Plan. Work to 

prepare the document for Spring Synod is under way. 

 

Margaret Smith, Deanery Synod Representative 

 


