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Welcome o St Leonardss. If you’re here for the first time or visiting, please say hello.

The nave will usually be open for private prayer & THIS SUNDAY’S SERVICES

reflection on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9:45am Parish Eucharist with Junior Church

mornings, and some Sunday afternoons. (709, 628, 498, 144, 451, Lent Prose, 707, Addington)
3:00pm Messy Easter

P te that thi be subject to ch t short notice. . .
ease note that tis mdy be subject fo clange at short notice 5:30pm Eucharist for Wholeness & Healing

PRAYER DIARY & EVENTS NEWS AND EVENTS

SUNDAY 22™ - we pray for the parishes of Lexden & Prayer Ministry is available at the 9:45am services. If you would
Shrub End like someone to pray with you or for you please go to the Lady

Chapel following the service.
MONDAY - in the Anglican Communion we pray for The | | Thank you to everyone who supported the quiz last weekend

Diocese of Uruguay: The Anglican Church of South America which raised over £500 for Church funds. Special thanks to Steve and
) " | | Maggie for organising and to Chris Newton for his assistance.

8:45am Morning Prayer. Our Lent Course this year is based on the book Dancing to the

- : : Heartbeat of God - Stories of Discipleship: The Archbishop of
TUESDAY - we pray for staff & pupils at Kingswode Canterbury's Lent Book 2026. The final session takes place in the
Hoe School. Nicholls Room at | [:00am and 7:00pm. We look forward to seeing
8:45am Morning Prayer. you.

. Easter Flowers — if you would like to donate towards the Easter

WEDNESDAY - in the Colchester Deanery we pray for | | fiowers in memory of a loved one or to celebrate a special occasion

the Parish of Wivenhoe (St Mary the Virgin) Rector Revd please speak to Liz Adams 01206-549521.

Erwin Lammen:s. Messy Easter takes place this afternoon at 3:00pm. Free activities
. and crafts, food and fun! All children must be accompanied by an

9:30am Baby & Toddler Group in the hall. adult. Email to let us know that you are coming to: P ’

10.00am Eucharist followed by coffee. juniorchurch@stleonardslexden.org.uk

| 1:00am Baby & Toddler Group in the hall. At a “LOOSE END”’? Just drop in to our “pop-up” café this

[ 1:00am Lent Course Thursday, 26t March, @ 2:00pm.
7'(50pm Lent Course ) Brick Club is back! Tuesdays 3 Ist March and 7t April in the Hall.

I0am — 12 noon. Just turn up and build! Free of charge. Children

THURSDAY - we pray for evangelical churches. must be accompanied by an adult.

8:00 . pray f g If Maureen Watkins was still with us, we know that she would want
:00am Eucharist. - to be part of the fund-raising initiative for the roof repairs. With that

2:00pm Pop-Up Café in Church. in mind the Women's & Men's Breakfast Groups are running a joint

. . Parish Breakfast on Holy Saturday, 4th April at 8:30 a.m. Please
FRIDAY - we pray for all who work in medical research. sign up on the form at the back of the church by Sunday 29th March.

SATURDAY - we pray for the residents Glen Avenue Donations on the day will go to the Raise the Roof fund.
. Community Barn Dance — join us in the Church hall on Saturday
and Sprmg Lane North. I 1t April for live music and dancing, with caller provided by local

S . Sund band Ducking and Diving. Tickets £15 including refreshments. For
ervices next Sunday tickets see Mandy Allston.

29" March - Palm Sunday Our 9.45am service is usually live-streamed to include those who are
9:45am Parish Eucharist with Procession Of Palms unable to join with us. It is filmed from the balcony, and only the
chancel area is visible during broadcast. The camera will be turned
away during the giving of communion to avoid members of the
congregation being visible.. We are happy to provide Communion to
you in your pew, just let a steward or warden know.

Among those for whom we pray are:

Mick Adams, Joy Harman, Margaret Cox, Simon Eavery, Fiona Hunt, Robert Messinger, Eddie Allston. Margaret Smith, Dick Verrier,
Richard, Johanne Bresch, Lionel Simpkins, Brian Root, Katrina Light, Joseph, David Moxon, Kim Harding, Graham Tyler, Jenny and
Peter Hazlewood, Frances Bonner, Antonia Loxley, Janice, Kim Kite, Hugh and Mary Beavan, Michael Eavery, Freddie Woolard, Jan
Buckley, Tony Gurney, Shirley Everitt, Stella Llewellyn, Pat Hughes, Holly Donovan, Freda and Ernest Jenkins, Pam Hatherly, Owen
Shepherd, Frances Dowson, Joan Collis, and those others known to us.

Those who have died & those who mourn them: Angela Sargent

The Church has a card reader available for contactless payments. Please ask if you need help using it and also Gift Aid your donation
if you are able to. Donations can also be made online via our website http://www.stleonardslexden.org.uk/


mailto:juniorchurch@stleonardslexden.org.uk

COLLECT & READINGS (Passion
Sunday)

Collect

Most merciful God,

who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world:

grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross

we may triumph in the power of his victory;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Post Communion Prayer

Gracious Father,

you gave up your Son out of love for the world: lead us to ponder
the mysteries of his passion, that we may know eternal peace
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood,

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Ezekiel 37.1-14 (Old Testament, p836)

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the
spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was
full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many lying
in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can
these bones live?’ | answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.” Then he
said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones,
hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones:
| will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. | will lay sinews
on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know
that | am the Lord’’

So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together,
bone to its bone. | looked, and there were sinews on them, and
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there
was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God:
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live.’ | prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a
vast multitude.

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we
are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus
says the Lord God: | am going to open your graves, and bring you up
from your graves, O my people; and | will bring you back to the land
of Israel. And you shall know that | am the Lord, when | open your
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. | will put
my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your
own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will
act, says the Lord.

Psalm 130 (Old Testament, p602)

Romans 8.6-11 (New Testament p168)

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ
does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you.

John 11.1-45 (New Testament p112)

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary
and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord
with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus
was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you
love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not
lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God
may be glorified through it Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he
stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’
The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to
stone you, and are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day
do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those
who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After
saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but |
am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he
has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring
merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For
your sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let
us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-
disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two
miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus
was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home.
Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would
not have died. But even now | know that God will give you
whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, ‘| am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though
they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will
never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, | believe
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the
world.’

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary,
and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’
And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now
Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place
where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the
house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb
to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she
knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in
spirit and deeply moved. He said, “‘Where have you laid him? They
said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews
said, ‘See how he loved him!” But some of them said, ‘Could not he
who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from
dying?

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there
is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to
her, ‘Did | not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory
of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards
and said, ‘Father, | thank you for having heard me. | knew that you
always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he
had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out! The
dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth,
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and
let him go.’

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen
what Jesus did, believed in him.



