Deanery Synod Report for APCM 2026

Annual Deanery Synod Report 2025

The PCC has Three representatives, Julie Hinchcliffe, Linda Firth and Deirdre Fordham who attend the
Deanery Synod meetings, and join with other Lay representatives plus clergy from all the Anglican
churches in the Colchester Deanery.

It usually meets three times per year, to hear what’s going on in the Diocese and nationally, and to
discuss and share ideas about how we can work together more effectively across Colchester. During
2025, however, it was decided that the Synod meeting in October would not take place, as we held
our first Deanery Day instead.

Please find below a short report on the Deanery Synod Meetings held during 2025.

12th March 2025— At St. Michael’s Church, Myland, Colchester

Our speaker for this Synod was Wendy Lidgate, Programme Manager for Colchester Episcopal
Area. Wendy introduced herself and explained her role. She also explained the background
behind the Strategic Mission and Ministry Investment Board (SMIBB) and how her role fits into it.
Wendy'’s role is to help us all plan how each and every parish can tap into this fund.

18th June 2025 — At St. Peter’s Church, Boxted

Our speaker for this Synod was Sam Fowler, From Christian Youth Outreach (CYO). Sam

started off by introducing himself and a little bit about what CYO do. CYO's vision and aim is for
every school in the Colchester area to be regularly prayed for by at least one Colchester Church,
and that every Colchester Church will be regularly praying for at least one local Colchester
school - at least once every term. Sam stated that at the moment an amazing 45% of schools

across Colchester are prayed for by churches. They would like to get this to 100

Compiled by Linda Firth & Julie Hinchcliffe Deanery Synod Representatives for St Leonard’s PCC



